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Abstract

According to the resource dependence theory, if a country is dependent on certain
resources, then it will be influenced by other related countries in that trade sector.
On the other hand, in commercial interactions, with the increase in the number of
countries and relations between them, the formation and management of
commercial blocs becomes a complex issue. In this regard, the formation of trade
communities/blocs can be a strategy to reduce restrictions and increase trade
interactions and its security through close communication between countries.
Therefore, the research question implies the role of the theory of resource
dependence and complex network in the formation of commercial blocs. The
purpose of the present study was to investi.gate the role of resource dependence
theory and complex network theory in the formation of international trade blocs in
line with the integration of the global economy. The data of the research variables
were extracted from the oil countries of the Persian Gulf and active in international
trade and based on the availability of the data of the United Nations database
(COMTRADE) in a period of 2006-2021, due to the large amount of data, 20
countries were used as samples were chosen to account for the maximum volume
of this international trade. Negative binomial regression was used to analyze the
data and estimate the model. The results showed: When a country cooperates with
a large number of trading partners or has a dominant position in the international
trade network, it is more likely that other countries will form identical blocs with
that country. Also, if a country with a central network position needs to obtain
important resources from other countries in trade blocs, then the desire of this
country to participate in larger trade blocs with other countries will be much higher.
In fact, network location can strengthen the effect of resource dependence in the

formation of trade blocs.
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2. Network position(Np)

2. Betweenness Centrality measures(BC)
3. Closeness Centrality (CC)

4. Network Position

5. Betweenness Centrality
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1. Country partner (Cp)

2. Index of economic freedom (Ef)

3. The Heritage Foundation and The Wall Street Journal
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